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Assuming that Sir Peter is correct in saying that “the history of science bores most
scientists stiff,” it is perhaps not difficult to explain the limited interest that most
scientists take in history. Science by its very nature seeks to push back the boundaries

of the unknown — (Dthe border between the known and unknown is far more interesting

to scientists than what happened in the past. Although most students in the biological

sciences learn about the discoveries of Darwin, Mendel, and Watson and Crick, it is fair
to say that historical training is not a major part of the undergraduate or graduate

science curriculum. @Very few scientific fields have an accessible historical literature to

supplement scientific training. While some students may have learned additional science
history from courses that consider classic papers, most learn the history of their chosen
field of study from their laboratory mentor or from review articles that emphasize
historical aspects of discovery.

@ Human aspects of scientific discovery are generally not discussed in formal

articles. Rather, such information is maintained within fields by an oral tradition

consisting largely of gossip, anecdote, and rumor. @One can master a scientific topic

without having the least idea of how the knowledge was obtained. For example, it is

possible to describe the central dogma of molecular biology from transcription to
translation in excruciating detail without having to mention a single scientist's name.

®In this regard, science differs from politics, law, economics, or most social sciences, in

which the history of events is essential for understanding the field.

(Adapted from https:/www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4645372/, —ZEH )


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4645372/
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